
months for IT3 Hinkle.  These 
charges were dismissed 
within 9 weeks from my initial 
appearance. 
 
This was an excellent result, 
but 9 wks can be a long time 
under a cloud that threatens 
the future of a law abiding 
patriot who did nothing more 
than be Semper Paratus to 
defend herself and others 
against criminals. 
 
This will not be the last LEO 
wrongfully arrested, because 
agencies fail to provide guid-
ance for their mbrs and most 
states have failed to educate 
their LEOs about LEOSA.  
 
Hopefully, Officer Giardina 
and every LEO who reads 
this will educate ten other 
LEOs and then one day this 
will not happen again.   
 
By Steve Mannion ♣ 
   

Mar 2010.  Its not 
every day that 
you can hand 
someone back 
their life, their 

career, and their dreams, but 
it happens occasionally….   
 
Three hours into the New 
Year, a car load of military 
servicemen were driving from 
a nightclub in Clifton, NJ.  The 
driver had forgotten to turn on 
the car‟s headlights before 
pulling into the street. 
 
Clifton Police Officer Giardina 
stopped the car.  The driver, a 
U.S. Coast Guardian, volun-
teered that she had a firearm 
in the glove box, as most 
LEOs would, and produced 
her driving credentials, 
agency ID, and Virginia CCW. 
 
The Guardian spent the next 
3 days locked up with com-
mon criminals because NJ 
does not educate its LEOs 

about HR 218-LEOSA or that 
Guardians are federal LEOs. 
 
Upon release, the Guardian 
contacted a few attorneys.  
Each said she would have to 
plead to a felony.  That would 
mean losing her security 
clearance, career, dreams of 
flight school, and possibly 
added UCMJ charges. 
 
But then, I got involved.  We 
filed to remove the case to 
Federal Court.  Criminal re-
moval is so rare the Clerk‟s 
Office had no procedure for it. 
 
When a 28 U.S.C. § 1446  
removal petition is filed the 
case is docketed in state and 
Federal court.  This got the 
attention of the prosecution 
and the State Judge.   
 
The case was then fast 
tracked.  It took 18 months for 
the charges against BM2 
Booth to be dismissed.  Six 

ANOTHER ARREST, ANOTHER VICTORY FOR LEOs  

LEOSA for All County & Municipal Retired LEOs  

Mar 2010.  If you are a retired 

county or municipal LEO and 

your state and former agency 

do not have LEOASA pro-

grams, you can help establish 

a local program to get quali-

fied and certified. 

Police Chief Patrick Brophy 

and Director Hugh Lennon 

have blazed the trail.  Lennon 

established a program at the 

Rockland County, NY Police 

Academy to qualify retired 

LEOs despite NY‟s obstacles. 

Brophy has since become the 

first chief to lobby his own 

City Council into passing 

Sheepdog Academy‟s Model 

Resolution into law.  Stony 

Point designated the Rock-

land Academy as the qualify-

ing and certifying agency for 

their retired LEOs. 

The retirees already have 

CCW permits, but could not 

carry nationwide.  Now, Stony 

Point retired LEOs can be 

qualified and certified to law-

fully carry firearms nationwide 

despite the failure of  NY 

state to pass a LEOSA bill. 

SEE Certification, pg 2         
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Sheepdog Academy has pro-

vided HR 218-LEOSA classes 

to hundreds of federal, state, 

and local active and retired 

LEOs in ten states represent-

ing 80 different government 

agencies. 

Our webinars have introduced 

easy to use webinar friendly 

technology to LEOs who had 

never before attended a class 

over the Internet. 

Past webinar attendees have 

been  in CA, MA, NJ, NC, PA, 

RI, SC, and WA State as we 

broadcast live from NJ. 

Each webinar attendee is able 

to see and hear live the same 

class we present on the East 

Coast.  Attendees can also 

type in questions and speak to 

the presenter and have their 

questions answered during 

the webinar.  The only differ-

ence is that you remain in the 

comfort of your home or office. 

Our upcoming schedule is 

posted on our web page 

LEOSA 4 MAY - Morris Plains, NJ  

LEOSA 24 SEP - Internet Webinar   

U/Force  27 SEP - Jersey City, NJ       

♣ 

Click here  for Course Listings 
http://hr218leosa.com/?page=courses 

ell‟s luggage in NJ.  Revell 

claimed his luggage and 

checked into an airport hotel 

to await the next flight. 

When he returned to the air-

port he was arrested by Port 

Authority Police and spent 3 

days in county jail for unlawful 

firearm‟s possession. 

The charge was later dis-

missed and Revell sued for 

Apr. 2010     Utah resident 

Gregg Revell was traveling 

from his home state to PA via 

NJ.  He followed regulations 

and checked his firearm be-

fore flying and was to retrieve 

it when he landed in PA.  That 

plan went awry when his flight 

into NJ was delayed and he 

missed his connecting flight to 

PA.  Compounding the prob-

lem, the airline off loaded Rev-

violations of his rights to inter-

state transport under FOPA 

and the Due Process Clause. 

A federal court found that 

FOPA did not apply because 

Revell‟s interstate travel was 

interrupted by his stay over in 

NJ. 

Without familiarity with the 

arguments made, several 

come to mind.  FOPA protects 
SEE No Protection, pg 3 

Upcoming Sheepdog Seminars & Webinars In 2010 

No Protection: Firearms Owners Protection Act? 

Certification for All ... (contõd from  pg 1) 

handle a violent domestic call 

at night and easily be on line 

at the grocery store with the 

same couple in the morning, 

not knowing if either would 

attack as he paid for his food. 

Quinn travels with his family, 

and up to now has had to rely 

on his CT,  FL, NY, PA, and 

NH carry permits to lawfully 

protect his family.  Even with 5 

permits, he and his family 

were at the mercy of any 

armed criminal when they 

drove through D.C., MA, MD 

and NJ, but now Quinn can 

lawfully carry nationwide. 

He described Chief Brophy as 

a “gentlemen” who cares 

about his people, Lennon as a 

“professional,” and thanks  

them both for having the moral 

courage to make the LEOSA 

promise a reality.                    

 If you want a copy of the 

Stony Pt bill, join our Contact 

List & request it.  (click below)  

http://hr218leosa.com/?page=contact . ♣ 

Other police executives 

around the nation can follow 

their lead so more retirees will 

be able to defend themselves 

and others from criminals and 

terrorists. 

Lt Pete Quinn (Ret.) was 

among the first two Stony 

Point retirees certified  after 

the resolution was adopted.  

Quinn retired after 26 yrs of 

law enforcement service.  

Stony Point he said, is a small 

town.  A patrol officer could 

Page 2 

Academy News 

More HR218-LEOSA classes  

coming soon on the World Wide 
Web! 

Liberty Science Center in 

Jersey City, NJ will host our  
new Use of Force & Conse-
quences Class  for retired & off

-duty LEOs on 27 Sep 2010 

ñHE é THANKS 

THEM BOTH FOR 

HAVING THE 

COURAGE TO 

MAKE THE LEOSA 

PROMISE A 

REALITY.ò  

http://hr218leosa.com/?page=courses
http://hr218leosa.com/?page=contact


Mar 2010.     Ptl. Robert 

Carrasco is a police officer in 

Delaware.  He travels often 

through NJ to Philly and NY.  

He was tired of the conflicting 

information he received about 

whether he could carry in 

those cities and whether he 

could carry hollow-pts in NJ, 

so he invited Sheepdog Acad-

emy to teach its LEOSA semi-

nar at Delaware State Univer-

sity. 

Delaware borders MD and NJ,  

but is a world apart.  There 

are no laws that authorize 

LEOs to carry firearms in DE, 

because every law abiding 

citizen has the state constitu-

tional right to openly carry a 

firearm there.  Open carry is 

legal on municipal and school 

property, in banks and casi-

nos, and in churches, temples, 

and mosques. 

Concealed carry, however, 

requires a permit which is 

relatively easy to obtain in DE.   

Despite what must be among 

the most libertarian of firearms 

laws, there was no cross-fire 

or duels during the weekend 

of our seminar in DE.  In fact, I 

could not find a single civilian 

openly carrying a firearm any-

where. 

For that matter, I also did not 

see anyone openly praying, 

passing petitions, associating 

in any particular groups or 

exercising their First Amend-

ment rights either. 

I suppose the citizens of DE 

are content enough to have 

those rights, and have the 

maturity and discipline not to 

flaunt or abuse them.          
SEE Delaware pg 5 

gued that he was covered by 

LEOSA, but local authorities 

disagreed, refused to consider 

him as a qualified LEO, and 

would not dismiss the 

charges.  Gregory found very 

little available case law about 

LEOSA, so his law firm pur-

chased Sheepdog Academy‟s 

LEOSA Seminar Materials to 

help prepare their case for 

trial. 

Apr. 2010   Attorney Dean 

Gregory took the case of a 

federal corrections officer 

charged with unlawful posses-

sion pro bono.    Officer Jerry 
Dan Hooten had been 

stopped in Texas for reckless 

driving and charged with pos-

sessing his personally owned 

handgun. 

Hooten and his attorneys ar-

On April 15, 2010, Gregory 

moved to dismiss the charge, 

and the Bastrop County Court 

agreed, that the state charge was 

preempted LEOSA and dis-

missed. 

It should be noted that the Dept 

of Justice and Bureau of Prisons 

have previously published policy 

indicating that LEOSA applies to 

federal corrections officers. 

DELAWARE STATE UNIVERSITY HOSTS SHEEPDOG ACADEMY 

TEXAS: OFFICER CLEARED ON POSSESSION CHARGE  

No Protection: FOPA? ... (contõd from  pg 1) 

the hotel and airport. The ho-

tel was merely a safe harbor 

during a storm of unforeseen 

circumstances.  No different 

than a ship forced into U.S. 

waters during a hurricane or 

equipment malfunction. 

Moreover, NJ law permits a 

person to keep a firearm with-

out a permit at premises or 

property owned or leased by 

him.  It also allows for limited 

travel in NJ.  Thus, Revell 

arguably was allowed to keep 

the firearm in his hotel room 

where he enjoyed the same 

privacy rights as a person in a 

boarding room or apartment. 

He was also arguably covered 

by NJ law when traveling from 

the hotel in NJ to PA.  Revell 

should have been covered by 

NJ law and FOPA during his 

travel from the hotel to the 

airport, but that argument 

must wait for the next case. ♣ 

from travelers during interstate 

travel from a point where they 

may legally keep a firearm to 

another point where it may be 

legally kept.  Incidental travel 

is included with the protection. 

Revell‟s stay in NJ was limited 

and only incidental to his inter-

state travel.  Had he traveled 

around NJ with his firearm in 

tow, FOPA would not apply.   

But, he only traveled between 
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ñThe hotel was 
merely a safe 
harbor during a 
storm...ò  

 

Delaware was the first state.  Its 

motto is “liberty and independ-
ence.” 

Nonetheless, this case is 

a prime example of why 

LEOs should obtain a 

CCW even if they do not 

“need” one.  Though cov-

ered by LEOSA, Hooten 

could have gotten a Texas 

permit as a back up au-

thority and saved himself 

jail time and legal fees.  

That is not the case in 

states without shall issue 

laws. ♣ 



evil was confronted and again 
stopped early in the attack.  A 
parent at the high school -- an 
off-duty San Diego Police offi-
cer -- reacted to the emerging 
threat with his gun, keeping 
the death toll down to two. 
 
Evil killed again at Appalachia 

Law School.  Two civilian gun 

owners heard gun shots, re-

trieved their firearms, con-

fronted and stopped the 

shooter without firing a shot. 

The death toll was kept to two. 

In contrast, numerous others 

have been killed in Gun-Free 

zones, because they could not 

protect themselves or be pro-

tected by law abiding armed 

sheepdogs. 

 

Gun-Free Zone Casualty List  

PA, Amish school— 11 

Northern Illinois Univ.—24 

Columbine—39 

Virginia Tech—55 

West Roads Mall— 13  

TX, Luby‟s Restaurant—45 

 

Where armed sheepdogs are 
present, evil can be stopped.  
One armed civilian took action 
to stop evil before any lives 
were lost during a shooting 
spree at a Tacoma Mall.  
 
A killing spree in a posted „gun
-free‟ zone at Trolley Square 
Mall in Utah that took five, was 
derailed when an armed off-
duty officer intervened and 
stopped the predator.   
 
Similarly, an armed civilian 

Law enforcement officers 

know this truth- that evil ex-

ists.  Whether evil takes the 

lives of thousands or one in-

nocent child, LEOs see evil up 

close.  Murderous evil can 

only be stopped with violent 

action. 

There is a valuable group— 

guardians who voluntarily put 

themselves between evildoers 

and their victims, between the 

wolves and the sheep.  These 

guardians are known as 

“sheepdogs.” 

Whether the sheepdog is mili-

tary, law enforcement, or civil-

ian, it takes a special kind of 

person to run toward danger 

and risk their life to protect the 

lives of others.  

Evil showed up at a high 

school in Pearl, Mississippi 

and was ready to kill.  A fac-

ulty member grabbed the kil-

ler‟s after two innocents al-

ready laid dead and held the 

killer at gunpoint for the police 

without firing a shot.   The 

killer had planned to go to 

neighboring junior high school 

to kill even more students.  

That sheepdog saved lives 

with the killer‟s gun. 

A would-be murder spree at a 
middle school dance in Edin-
boro, Pennsylvania with 240 
children present was thwarted 
when a restaurant owner 
grabbed his shotgun and 
swiftly acted, stopping the 
attack and forcing the killer to 
surrender.  This killing spree 
was stopped at one. 
 
In the mass murder that never 
happened at Santana High 
School in Santee, California, 

sheepdog saved lives when 
she confronted evil and shot a 
predator at the New Life 
Church in Colorado. 
 
Need more examples? 
 
A workplace attack in Hous-
ton, Texas was thwarted with 
only one injury.  The would-be 
killer was confronted by two 
employees who gave the at-
tacker something else to worry 
about -- incoming rounds.  
That is because the sheep-
dogs had guns and permits to 
carry them. 
 
Remember 9-11?  Inside a 
weapons-free zone -- air-
planes -- 18 terrorists armed 
with box cutters, seized four 
planes which they then used 
to kill thousands.  Back then, 
cockpits were „gun-free 
zones.‟ Since then, Congress 
righted that wrong, learning 
that the gun-free policy made 
the situation more dangerous 
for everyone except the bad 
guys. 
 

Guns are not a per se prob-
lem, ineffective or misdirected 

gun laws that target honest 

citizens are the problem.  Al-

lowing honest citizens to be 

armed deters crime and pro-

tects the innocent. 

 
By Ted Deeds of the Law En-

forcement Alliance of America.  

www. l eaa. or g  

♣ 

 

www.SheepdogAcademy.com 

 

Helping to train those who protect and serveé. 

S H E E P D O G  A C A D E M Y  

Originally printed in 

American Cop Magazine 

ñGUNS ARE NOT A 

PER SE PROBLEM, 

INEFFECTIVE OR 

MISDIRECTED 

GUN LAWS THAT 

TARGET HONEST 

CITIZENS ARE THE 

PROBLEM...ò 

OPINION: EVIL EXISTS 
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Georgetown Police Chief Wil-

liam Topping attended to find 

out what his agency‟s obliga-

tions were, if any, to their re-

tired LEOs.  As an agency 

head, he was also interested 

in information that would re-

duce his agency‟s civil liability. 

We discussed those issues as 

well as ways chiefs and police 

executives can reduce their 

supervisory liability. 

Among the confusion regard-

ing LEOSA, is the extent 

agencies can regulate off-duty 

carry by their qualified LEOs.  

Those issues and the case 

law were explored at length.  

Nonetheless, police officers, 

corrections officers, and fire 

marshals attended our LEOSA 

seminar to better understand 

how LEOSA works, to deter-

mine who is and is not cov-

ered, and to find out how they 

could reduce their exposure to 

false arrest when traveling in  

less hospitable jurisdictions. 

Of particular concern for DE 

LEOs, are traveling to MD 

where there is a ban on maga-

zines with more than a ten 

round capacity and to NJ 

where there is a confusing 

ban on carrying hollow-point 

bullets for defensive purposes. 

Chief Topping recommends 

that all police chiefs take this 

seminar.   

In attendance, there were also 

Federal Bureau of Prisons 

corrections offices from out-

side DE, who confirmed the 

battles their union has had 

with management over their 

LEOSA rights.  FBOP officers 

are generally covered by 

LEOSA to the same extent as 

any other LEOs, even though 

they have no off-duty authority 

and must carry personal 

owned firearms when off-duty.   

Although having agency sup-

port would be nice, these 

LEOs are just happy to be 

able to protect themselves. ♣ 

DELAWARE (contõd from pg 3) 

www.SheepdogAcademy.com 

 

If you have HR218 

related news, please let 

us know. 

Our primary mission at Sheepdog Academy, LLC is to provide educational information regarding 

laws, rules, and regulations which impact the rights of law abiding citizens to defend their fami-

lies and themselves from criminals and terrorists. 

This Academy Newsletter and all other information provided by Sheepdog Academy and its in-

structors is for educational purposes only and should not be considered a substitute for the com-

petent legal advice of an attorney in your jurisdiction.   

Exercise these rights at your own risk and seek qualified instructors for practical hands on train-

ing which is recent, realistic, and relevant.   

Deadly force should only be used when absolutely necessary to protect human life.  Be advised 

that if you throw a punch, a kick, or intentionally discharge a firearm at another person, your  

home owner‟s insurance policy will typically not protect you from civil liability or reimburse you 

for criminal defense costs.  Such policies cover negligence only unless you obtain a rider. 

So, if you train in the martial arts, own a firearm, or carry a firearm for lawful self-defense, you 

should have self-defense insurance to protect yourself from civil liability and to cover the costs of 

a successful criminal defense.  This goes for law enforcement officers as well.  Agency insur-

ance will not likely cover an officer for an off-duty incident outside their jurisdiction.  Union poli-

cies often provide coverage, but usually are too limited to cover the costs of a defense through 

trial.♣ 

Helping to train those who protect and serveé. 

S H E E P D O G  A C A D E M Y  
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